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supposed to measure the same attitude at different times does not
measure the same attitude. A child's attitude is not a fixed entity but
changes in different configurations. At preschool age a child faced
with a strange examiner seems to be more inhibited in his reactions
than at school age, when he is accustomed to an examiner. The in-
fluence of the environment upon test scores was demonstrated by
Updegraff/576- 577) who tested nursery school children under vary-
ing conditions. A student of the present author gave intelligence
tests to school children, 10 years of age, under three different atti-
tudes of the examiner: (a) a neutral attitude; (b) a negative, dis-
couraging attitude (authoritarian and skeptical) ; (c) a positive, en-
couraging attitude (including the offering of candy). The attitude of
the examiner was visibly reflected in the test scores.
But tests with preschool children are also unreliable if they do
not measure what they pretend to measure. If the examiner meas-
ures motor coordination at a child's early age as a sign of the child's
intelligent behavior and compares this score with that of the child's
intelligence at a later age, he traces both reactions back to the same
root although the significance of motor coordination for the intel-
lectual development is not at all established.
The gravest mistake, however, seems to be that the examiner
projects the adult's concept of intelligence upon the behavior of the
preschool child without considering that the child, in each different
stage of his development, has a standard of his own. The child's in-
telligence is, as we shall discuss in the following, modified by three
basic factors: his emotion, Ms imagination, and his adjustment.
INTELLIGENCE AND EMOTION
The most decisive factor influencing any evaluation of intelli-
gence is the emotional response which underlies or even substitutes
for a reaction which is supposed to indicate intelligence. We shall
give two examples of the Stanford-Binet test to demonstrate the
meaning of a reaction which is supposed to indicate intelligence,
but actually only indicates an emotion. In Terman and Mer-
rill's handbook of this test(56i> * we find the following question:
"What's the thing for you to do when you are on your way to school
and see that you are in danger of being late?"
The answer of an 8-year-old child tested by a student of Bard
Collegef was: "I would go home/*
*P. 98.
f 1C Krugman, for feis B. A, Thesis, Bard College, unpublished.